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MCT UNVEILS NEW INTERPRETIVE PANELS ALONG MCT TRAILS 
Recently Updated Historical Panels Showcase Glen Carbon’s History 

 
GLEN CARBON, IL., Nov. 4, 2021… Madison County Transit (MCT) Board of Trustees and staff, along with 
officials from the Village of Glen Carbon, Madison County, and the Glen Carbon Historical and Museum 
Commission, participated in an unveiling ceremony this morning for a series of newly installed interpretive 
panels which have been placed along the MCT Ronald J. Foster Heritage Trail and MCT Nickel Plate Trail in 
Glen Carbon. The 17 new panels depict various aspects of Glen Carbon’s rich history through vivid narratives 
and stunning photos and are printed on 36” x 24” High-Pressure Laminate which is both weather resistant and 
low maintenance. The panels have been mounted on powder coated pedestals and installed on ADA-
accessible concrete pads, offering visitors an opportunity to stop and enjoy the panels without blocking the 
trail. Each panel contains a QR code which links to an interactive map and online version of the panels. The 
panels and pedestals were produced by Fossil Industries, the concrete pads and bases were installed by Stutz 
Excavating and MCT’s engineering and facilities teams affixed the panels to the pedestals.  
 

Thirty years ago this month, Glen Carbon officials dedicated the Ronald J. Foster Trail and installed a series of 
historical signs which provided a comprehensive history of Glen Carbon. Decades later, when the Village 
turned over the trail to MCT for paving and reconstructing, the signs were worn and in need of replacement. 
MCT removed the signs during the trail reconstruction and has worked alongside the Glen Carbon Historical 
and Museum Commission to redesign, update, and place new historic panels along the MCT Trails.  
 

“I want to thank our hard-working staff for designing, producing, and installing these impressive panels, which 
beautifully depict Glen Carbon’s history,” said MCT Managing Director SJ Morrison. “But it was the Glen 
Carbon Historical and Museum Commission members who developed the plan, and assembled the photos and 
the narratives. In particular, I want to recognize Ron and Joan Foster for their decades of work both on this 
project and on so many community enhancing projects for the Village of Glen Carbon.” 
 

A map with the locations of the signs can be found here: https://mcttrails.org/heritage_trail.aspx  
For details about the MCT Trails, visit mcttrails.org or email trails@mct.org. For more information about the 
Glen Carbon Historical and Museum Commission, visit http://www.glen-carbon.il.us/891/Heritage-Museum-
and-Log-Cabin or email gcmuseum@glen-carbon.il.us  
 
PICTURED (photo 1-left to right): Joan Foster, Former Glen Carbon Mayor Ronald J. Foster, Sr., MCT Managing Director SJ Morrison, 
MCT Board Member Al Adomite, Madison County Board Member Erica Conway-Harriss, MCT Board Member Kelly Schmidt, Madison 
County Board Member Jamie Goggin, and Glen Carbon Mayor Bob Marcus. 

 
Madison County Transit (MCT) provides multi-modal transportation services for Madison County, Illinois. MCT operates a fixed-route bus service, 
connecting to MetroLink; express weekday commuter service directly to and from downtown St. Louis; and seasonal express service to the Muny. For 
elderly and disabled residents who are unable to use the fixed-route buses, MCT provides complementary door to door service. MCT is also responsible 
for the construction and maintenance of more than 137 miles of bikeways that comprise the MCT Trails system, as well as overseeing RideFinders, the 
St. Louis region’s FREE carpooling and vanpooling program. 
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